Poetry in Motion

B. Sillman

Teaching Point: Student will interpret a poem by creating a slide(s) using Microsoft Powerpoint 

Standards Addressed:

ELA Common Core Standards for Literature

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

Range of Reading and Level of Complexity 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Technology Standards:
· Creativity and Innovation

perform creative design tasks compose and publish deeply expressive works

· Communication and Collaboration

use design complementary to the content and its purpose understand and use an array of formats including digital genres interpret, assess, and design visual messages

· Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making

think critically about and with information make logical inferences and generalizations

· Digital Citizenship

observe copyright by citing sources and using materials in ways deemed to be Fair Use Technology Operations and Concepts

use an operating system and network to manage files and applications

use different file types and productivity tools to research, think, learn, and create

use Internet-mediated information and communication services create media-rich presentations and interactive products
Lesson Part I:
· The teacher will ask students what they know about poetry.

1. What is poetry?

2. How does it differ from regular literature?

(Emotion? Rhythm? Expression? Intensity?)

· After a quick discussion the teacher will explain to the students that they need to interpret a poem using Powerpoint (a program we just finished a lesson learning about).

· The teacher will ask the students in what ways a Powerpoint can elicit the feelings.

· After some responses, the teacher will model what a completed project might look like by showing the students an example he created (The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe).

· The teacher will ask what the students see he did to create a tone in his poem.  

· After students have given the majority of responses, it will be explained that the image, sound, font size, font type, font color, and more should express the tone set by the poem.

· Each student(s) will access Mr. Sillman’s website www.127tech.edublogs.com and go to the poetry review section.
· Each group will be asked to access a specific “poem” #. Note: the poems have been removed and only the parts of the Powerpoint which were created to set the tone of the poem remain.  
· The groups will observe their poems and perform a quick group discussion on what type of poem they think they are viewing and why?  Each group will explain to the class why they think this.
· They will then be asked to access another poem #, which is the unaltered poem.  They will then have a quick discussion of what they would have done differently and why by citing the rubric.
· After the students have a greater understanding on how they can enhance their poems, they will be asked to continue with their own projects.
· Teacher will circulate the room to aid students in finding poems and with technology issues and questions.

· The teacher will question why students are choosing certain poems.  The teacher will ask what the student thinks the poem means and why.

· The teacher will then ask why specific backgrounds, fonts, and audio are chosen for that slide and try to give feedback to help them meet the standards addressed.

Assessment:
Student’s projects will be assessed based on the teachers rubric which is attached.  They will be assessed based on interpreting the poem, choosing and inserting media files, setting the tone, including the proper elements, and the slide(s) presentation working properly.
